
1 Do you know all your classmates?

D  1.1 In pairs, test your memory. True (T) or false (F)? Listen again 
to check.

1 Craig has tried speed dating before.

2 Mika knows what speed dating is.

3 You need to create an online profile first.

4 You have five minutes to meet each person.

5 Craig is looking for a new girlfriend.

E In pairs, think of three advantages and three disadvantages of 
speed dating.

1  Listening

A Choose five questions from the webpage below and ask a partner. 
Any similarities?

I guess one advantage is that you 
meet a lot of different people.

I don’t know. Maybe using a phone app.

I wouldn’t ask the last question ’cause I hate football.

C  1.1 Think of five ways or places to meet new people. Listen to two 
friends talking about speed dating to see if your answer is there.

B Are they all interesting questions? Which ones would you not 
ask on a first date?

F  1.2 Listen to part 1 of Craig’s first date and answer 1-4.

1 Craig is  years old and he lives . 

2 Did he prepare a list of questions?

3 Choose the three words that best describe Jenny. 

funny  impatient  impolite  objective  shy

4 Do you think their date will be a success?

Cool questions to get to know someone quickly:
• Have you got any nicknames?

• Are you usually more optimistic or pessimistic?

• What’s the first thing you notice when meeting someone new?

• Where do you and your family come from?

•  If you could have only three electrical appliances at home, what would they be?

•  Choose three famous people: one to go out with, one you’d marry and one 
you’d send to Mars.

• What did you want to be when you were a kid?

• Which football team do you and your family support?

4
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Please allow me to introduce myself. 
I am a man of wealth and taste. 

Hmm... They have a lot in common, but I 
still think their personalities are too different.

Do you know all your classmates?

C  1.4 Complete 1-7 with a preposition where necessary. Listen again 
to check.

1 What’s the most fun place you’ve been ?

2 Which three people do you spend the most time ?

3 Who are you closer : your mum or your dad?

4 What’s something you just can’t live ?

5 What celebrity would you enjoy having dinner ?

6 What was the last film that made you cry ?

7 What’s the one thing you’re most afraid ?

D Read World of English. Which three expressions did you hear in 
 1.4? Check on p. 156.

G MAKE IT PERSONAL  Speed friending! In two minutes ask and answer as 
many questions from this lesson as you can. Then swap partners.

2  Grammar: Questions ending with prepositions

A  1.3 Order the words to make questions. There’s one extra word in 
each. Listen to check and circle the correct rule in the R  box.

1 with / who / you / do / live / are 

2 looking / what / you / for / exactly / do / are

3 to / about / speaking / do / talk / you / what / want

E MAKE IT PERSONAL  In pairs, ask and answer the questions in C. Any 
surprising answers? 

F In pairs, create four ‘speed friending‘ questions. Use these ideas or 
your own.

good at  impatient with  jealous of  live with  spend money on

I’ve met them, but I don’t know anyone well.

B  1.4 Listen to seven extracts from their date and number the photos 
as you hear them. Do you think Craig and Jenny are compatible?

When you need extra time before answering a question, these are useful expressions:
 ➤ Well, let’s see…
 ➤ Hmm, let me think…
 ➤  Hmm, I’m not sure. I’d have to think  
about that…

World of English

 ➤ That’s a difficult one. Er…
 ➤ That’s a good question. Well…
 ➤ Er, it depends on the context.

 In what do you spend the most money ?

 I knew her yesterday.

Common Mistakes
on

met

W

 Workbook p. 4

 Grammar p. 116

In English, prepositions 
usually come at the 
beginning / end of questions.

R

5

1.1
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1 2 3

Exes!
Famous

2  They met in 1989 when she 
moved to the USA. They started 
hanging out, moved in together, 
and got married a year later. They 
adopted two children, but as time went 
by they began to drift apart and 
eventually went their separate ways. 
They got divorced in 2001. 

C  1.6 Read the celebrity gossip article. Can you identify couples 1-3?

3  Vocabulary: Relationships

A  1.5 Match the phrases to pictures 1-6. Listen to the story to check. 

 be attracted to (someone)

 fall out (with someone)

 get on (well)

 get (back) together

 get to know someone better

 break up

How did your parents meet?

B In pairs, retell the story in A. Do you know anyone who broke up and then got back together?

Oh yeah? Are they still together?
My sister broke up with her boyfriend last 
year, but they got back together after a week.

 When I saw him I felt in love!

Jack isn’t married with Tina.

Common Mistakes
fell

to

1  This couple broke up in 2002, 

after knowing each other for many 

years. Some people say that they 

fell out because she was cheating 

on him with her choreographer.  

3  This couple fell for each other in 1998, got married 

in July 2000 and broke up five years later. Both went on 

to date Hollywood stars. Rumour has it that they’re still 

not on speaking terms to this day although their two boys, 

David and Rocco, spend time with both parents.

a b
c

6

1.2

He’s cute!
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64 5

D Re-read the article and complete the table with bold words from C. Which ones do you already use?

Phrasal verbs Definition

   Fall out    (with sb / over sth) Have an argument / a fight / a row.

 (on sb) See other people while you’re still in a relationship.

 (with sb) Spend time together.

 (together / with sb) Start living in the same place.

 (from sb) Become emotionally distant.

 (sb) Fall in love with someone.

 (with sb) End a relationship.

E MAKE IT PERSONAL  Complete 1-5 however you like. Compare in pairs. How many similar ideas?

1 If you fall out with someone you love, you should...

2 I like to hang out with people who...

3 I’d never fall for someone who...

4 In my opinion, couples drift apart if they... 

5 Before you move in with someone, I think it’s  
really important to...

 Workbook p. 5 

Well, let me tell you a story about a boy and 
a girl. He fell in love with his best friend. 

Wow! What an aggressive way to get his 
attention! How long after that did they...?

My father met my mother when 
she crashed into his car one day.

Approximately a third of the 3,000 most common words 
in English are cognates in Romance languages. But in 
some contexts Latin origin words can be too formal. For 
example, I think you should terminate your relationship 
with him (break up with him). Fluent speakers use a lot 
of phrasal verbs, which sound more natural.

World of English

4  Listening

A  1.7  Listen to / Watch three couples who have been together for over 40 years. Tick the items 
they consider important for a relationship to last. Which four items would you choose? Why?

 facing life’s ups and downs

 being flexible

 communication 

B MAKE IT PERSONAL  How did your parents / grandparents meet? How long were they / have they been 
together? In groups, share stories and ask for details. Then choose your favourite.

 physical attraction

 shared interests

 solving problems quickly

I’d definitely go for shared interests. 
It’s important to have fun together.

7

1.2

I still
love you.
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Acquaintances: These are the 
people whose names, faces and traits 
you can memorise and remember 
when necessary. According to Dr 
Dunbar,  is the maximum number 
of such connections your brain can 
manage. Friends: These are the people who 

you’re usually in contact with, though 
not necessarily on a weekly or monthly 
basis. Maximum number: 

Good friends: These are friends 
who you may hang out with and 
probably do get on with, but if you 
have a serious problem, they’re not 
necessarily people that you can count 
on. Maximum number: 

Very close friends: The people you 
can really rely on or borrow money from. 
Dunbar calls them the inner core. Marlene 
Dietrich used to call them the friends you can 
call at four o’clock in the morning. They’re like 
family in a way. Maximum number: 

I only got one right.

I’m not convinced. I’ve got a lot of very close friends.

5  Reading

A How would you answer the question on the book cover?

C  1.9 Listen to a talk by the author to check. How close were your guesses?

D MAKE IT PERSONAL  In pairs, use the infographic to explain Dunbar’s theory. How well do these 
numbers describe your relationships?

How many Facebook friends have you got?

It depends if you’re talking about people you 
met once or twice or real friends you know well.

I can only count with my family.

Common Mistakes
on

B  1.8 Read four definitions from the book and guess the missing 
numbers.

8

1.3
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Friends: These are the people who 
you’re usually in contact with, though 
not necessarily on a weekly or monthly 
basis. Maximum number: 

Look at this photograph. Every time I do it makes 
me laugh. How did our eyes ever get so red? 

B Match the underlined verbs in 1-5 in A to the correct uses in the Grammar box.

C  1.10 Complete Alison’s descriptions with these verbs. Listen to check.

be  drift apart  get on  have (x2)  know (x2)  miss  see  seem

1 Rachel’s my next-door neighbour. We  get on  really well.

2 Gabriel  my dentist since I was 20. I  him this afternoon.

3 M J is some chap I met at the gym. He friended me and I accepted, but I barely even  him.  
He  nice, though. 

4 Robert and I used to be very close, but I think we . 

5 Sheila’s my oldest friend. We  each other for 50 years.

6 Rupert has a huge crush on me. He says he  me, but 
honestly, he bores me to tears. 

7 Julie and Pam are my pizza friends. We  a lot of fun 
together. As a matter of fact, we  pizza tonight.

A Alison has over 600 Facebook friends. Read 
what she says about some of them. Who’s her 
closest friend?

6   Grammar: Review of present tenses

 Grammar p. 116

D MAKE IT PERSONAL  Write the names of a very close friend, a good friend, a friend and an acquaintance.

1 For each person, think about questions a-f below.

 a How long have you known this person? 

 b How well do you get on with him / her? 

 c How much have you got in common?

2 In pairs.

 A: Describe your relationship with each person.

 B: Guess what part of the circle he / she belongs to.

We’ve known each other since 
school. We used to be really close.

Friend is now a common cyber verb: 
 ➤ I don’t know him, but he friended me. 

Other examples of nouns that became verbs:
 ➤ I’ve never googled my name. 
 ➤ Please email me asap.

Cyber English

 d What’s he / she up to these days as far as you know?

 e How often are you in touch?

  f Are you doing anything together any time soon?

Review Of Present Tenses

present simple

 a habit

 a state

present continuous

 an activity happening around now

 a future arrangement

present perfect

 the duration of  
a present state

 Workbook p. 6

Mario and I are drifting 
apart, I think. Sad.

The girls and I are spending New 
Year’s Eve together. Can’t wait!

Jeff is such fun. We 
hang out all the time.

 Oops. I hardly know this one. 
Where did I meet him again?    

I’ve known Tomiko for many years. 
She’s my soul mate. 

1

4 5

2

3

I’m liking this course.

Are you understanding?

Common Mistakes
e

Do

9

1.3

ES0000000060443 650369 _ 0004-0013_56862.indd   9 15/09/2016   8:44:42

© R
ich

mond Publis
hing 

This 
fre

e s
am

ple 
co

nten
t 

is 
for t

ea
ch

er 
rev

iew
 only 

an
d m

ay
 not b

e c
opied

 or s
old.



When is the right moment to settle down?

Really Desperate Singles Home  |  Profile  |  Register

search | sign outAnna’s Profile

Barry Young
Adventure-seeking, man looking for like-minded, thoughtful woman who wants to 
settle down and start something meaningful. 

Lifestooshort33
I am an easygoing kind of guy who enjoys hanging out with someone special, watching 
films, going out with friends. Not really looking for anything serious right now.

sheldonplus
Lonely, knowledgeable Cambridge graduate, looking for some fun. I speak seven 
languages and have a PhD in Medieval Literature. If you think you’re my type, don’t 
hesitate to write. Who knows, I might finally settle down with the right person. 

kingofqueens
Hi, how are you? I am a fun-loving, single dad of a 5-year-old daughter and a 7-year-
old son, who are everything to me. On Friday, they go to their mother’s, so my 
weekends are mostly open. I want to find Ms Right and perhaps settle down.

newchance
Recently left prison (don’t worry, just a little tax problem), looking to start a new life. 
Want to meet financially stable, open-minded, attractive and childless woman. 

http://reallydesperatesingles.com

Cute_Guy_22
I’m a really outgoing kind of guy with hundreds of friends. I live in uptown Manhattan, 
so I’m always ordering takeaway. I need a girl who wouldn’t mind cooking with me at 
least twice a week. I’m tired of eating out. 

7  Vocabulary: Personality adjectives

A Scan the profiles and match the bold words to definitions 1-8.

1 prepared to listen to new ideas

2 kind; thinks about other people

3 intelligent; knows a lot about something

4 a person with similar ideas and interests

B  1.11 Now listen to the texts. What do you think 
each man is really looking for?

C Read World of English. Are the bold adjectives in A 
type one, type two or another combination?

D MAKE IT PERSONAL  In pairs. Which of the adjectives 
in A best describes you?

Compound adjectives are very common. Here are two 
types:
1 Adjective / Adverb + past participle:

 ➤kind-hearted: someone with a kind heart. 
 ➤well-written: something that has been written well.

2 Adjective / Adverb + present participle (-ing):
 ➤good-looking: someone who looks good.
 ➤ long-lasting: something that lasts for a long time.

World of English

I guess I’m pretty easygoing. Do you think that’s a good thing?

5 enjoys having a good time

6 likes doing dangerous or unusual activities 

7 friendly; extroverted 

8 relaxed 

10

1.4
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‘She dumped him.‘

This is an invitation across the nation. A chance for 
folks to meet. There’ll be laughin’ and singin’... 

8  Grammar: Emphatic forms

A  1.12 Anna is trying to find the right partner. Listen to her talking to a friend about one of the men 
on the site. Who are they talking about?

B  1.13 Listen and repeat sentences a-e in the Grammar box. Notice the stress and cross out the wrong option.

C Complete Betty’s comments with the words in brackets and a suitable verb. Which men are they 
talking about in each case?

D MAKE IT PERSONAL  Read five views on online dating. Tick the ones you agree with. Then compare with 
a partner. Any interesting conclusions?

 ‘It’s for losers who have been dumped.’

 ‘It’s dangerous.’

  ‘It’s pretty useless if you really want to settle down.’

  ‘I think it’s easier to find love online than in real life.’ 

  ‘It helps people focus on personality rather than looks.’ 

  ‘I’d try if I was really desperate.’

1 Anna  Look at this one. I’d feel like I was dating 
someone from school.

 Betty Well, he  a little nerdy. (does)

2 Anna  This one sounds like he’s desperate to get 
married.

 Betty  But you  to settle down, right? (do)

3 Anna This one reminds me of Homer Simpson.

 Betty Well, he  like a family man. (sure)

4 Anna Cooking? Me? He can’t be serious.

 Betty  He  like he needs a housekeeper. 
(definitely)

5 Anna This one needs a friend, not a girlfriend.

 Betty  Hmm… He  like he’s afraid of 
commitment. (does)

 Workbook p. 7

I do believe that… People do seem to…

I do agree that… I definitely think that…

 Grammar p. 116

He does looks nice.

He did said he was single.

Common Mistakes

say

Emphatic Forms

with adverbs

a Wow! He sure looks handsome.
b You certainly are difficult to please, aren’t you?
c This one’s definitely not for me. 

with auxiliary do

d He does sound like he wants to start a new life.
e I do appreciate his honesty, though.
With emphatic forms, auxiliaries and adverbs are usually stressed / unstressed.

11

1.4
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12

B Read and match these site descriptions to URLs 1-4 in A. There’s one extra address.

C  1.14 Cover the texts and listen to check. Which is harder, listening or reading? Why? Uncover, listen 
and read. Any surprising pronunciation or spelling?

D Match the highlighted words and phrases in B to the synonyms. 

How much time do you spend online?

www.darwindating.com www.crazyblinddate.com

www.trekpassions.com www.scientificmatch.com

1

2

3

4

Skills

A What do you think is special about these four online dating sites?

Reading for main ideas and specific information

E Re-read the texts and answer these people’s questions. Which of the sites do you think will be most 
successful?

ProfileHome Match Contact

What couple argues about finances anymore? Here you can find that special match who can debate whether 
Jean-Luc or James T was the better captain. From the home page: ‘A 100% free online community and  
Sci-Fi personals site for science fiction lovers, including but not limited to lovers of Star Trek and Star Wars.‘  
Its tagline is: ‘Love long and prosper!‘

Home News Contact

Yes, online dating can definitely be shallow. This matchmaking service has very strict admission 
criteria. They claim they match ‘beautiful people only‘. And that doesn’t include inner beauty. 
On the site, they even have what they affectionately call the ‘Chimp Calculator‘ to test your 
unattractiveness level. What they promise is ‘Online dating minus ugly people‘.

At $2,000 for a lifetime membership, this site guarantees that it will find you a 
match based on physical chemistry. Their lab analyses your supplied DNA sample 
(immune system genes) to find that perfect someone, and then destroys it after 
they’re done with it.

home | profile | contact

jkl34215 I want to join the scientific match site, but $2,000 is a lot of money. Do I have to pay every 
year? And will they keep my DNA sample? Posted 7.2 .2012

1

3
lover224 I like science fiction, but I’m not into Star Trek or Star Wars. Can I join trekpassions.com?

Posted 7.21 .2012

2
beautiful2 I’m kind of attractive, I think. Will darwindating.com accept me? How will I know if I’m  
suitable for the site? Posted 7.11 .2012

I really like the idea of...

finished if inside slogan superficial

1.5
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13

in Action

A  1.15 Listen to two friends talking about a date and answer 1-3. 

1 Which site did Roberto use?

2 Did he like the woman?

3 Was the date successful?

B  1.15 Listen again. True (T) or false (F)?

1 Roberto and Kelly met at a coffee shop.

2 Roberto’s blind date arrived late.

3 Roberto didn’t expect the woman to look so pretty.

C  1.15 Complete Kelly’s lines. Listen again to check, then read the R  box.

Formal Informal

1 Are you talking about the date?  You  the date? 

2 Please, continue.  Go .

3 Wait a minute, please.  Hang  a sec. 

4 I’m very surprised.   way! 

5 And what happened after that?  What happens ? 

6 ‘Leaves?‘ Could you explain, please?  What do you  ‘leaves‘?

7 Is this true?  Are you ?

8 I’m really sorry to hear that.  Oh, ! 

Listening actively

D  1.16 In pairs, practise 1-8, copying the intonation.

E MAKE IT PERSONAL  

1 Read World of English.

2 In pairs. A, tell B about a funny / embarrassing / scary situation like those in pictures 1-3. B, listen actively. 
Use informal language from C. Swap roles.

 Workbook p. 8

www.crazyblinddate.com

Which do you do more: listen or speak?

On average, we spend about 45% of 
our communicating time listening, 
30% speaking, 16% reading and 9% 
writing. Try to listen to English as often 
as you can, ideally a little every day. In 
conversation, use gestures and phrases to 
show you understand or to check details.

World of English

4 The woman left as soon as she saw Roberto.

5 Roberto has had other unsuccessful dates before.

6 Kelly says there are lots of other women out there.

1 32

Informal language 
is usually shorter 
than its formal 
equivalent.

R

In anecdotes, people often use the present tense, this and these so people 
and objects seem closer to the listener.  
As a language learner, telling stories about the past using the present tense 
can make your life easier. But, please, don’t do this in written English, nor 
mix the two tenses in one sentence! And if you’re not sure, use the past.

World of English

I get into the car and I saw this 
huge mouse! 

I was running for the bus and crash 
into a street light.

Common Mistakes
see

crashed

1.5
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